
 

 1 

Reading and activities list for Law   
 
 
Checklist of Actions for Oxbridge preparation  
 Complete the course and college research booklet which covers entry requirements for your 

course (e.g. admissions tests during interviews).  Use it to help you make informed choices. 
 Respond and maintain email contact with your OMS Mentor and do not hesitate to ask 

questions which may help your Oxbridge preparation.   
 Read British broadsheets such as The Daily Telegraph, The Independent or The Guardian 

preferably every day (if not feasible, then at weekends).  Think critically about what you have 
read; what issues are raised?; What assumptions are being made? What information is being 
relied on to draw which conclusions? How would you frame a counter-argument?  

 Make note of subject-related terminology to look up definitions with the aim of working them 
into future academic discussions on your chosen Oxbridge course. 

 Keep a “Learning Log”.  Note down (i) book titles/ articles (ii) author (iii) your thoughts, feelings 
and observations (iv) context and relevance of the book/article (v) whether you agree with what 
you have read. 

 
Law-related reading 
 

 Barnard, O'Sullivan and Virgo, What About Law? Hart Publishing 2011 

 Glanville Williams, Learning the Law, Sweet and Maxwell 2010 

 Eve was Framed, Helena Kennedy, Vintage 1993 

 Just Law, Helena Kennedy, Vintage 2005 

 Tom Bingham, The Rule of Law, Penguin, 2011 

 McBride, Letters to a Law Student, Longman 2010+ 

 Gary Slapper and David Kelly, The English Legal System, Routledge 2013 

 The Discipline of Law, Lord Denning 

 The Politics of the Judiciary, J.A.G Griffith 

 The Juryman’s Tale, Trevor Grove 

 The Magistrate’s Tale, Trevor Grove 

 The New Penguin Guide to the Law, John Pritchard 

 McLibel: Burger Culture on Trial, John Vidal 
 
Other resources and law-related activities 
 

 To get a sense of legal history, try to read a very entertaining little book called Roads to 
Ruin by E.P. Turner, which tells of the furious legal battles fought to impose a ban on 
horrors like child labour. 

 Access http://www.law.cam.ac.uk/ which is the Law page for Cambridge University. This 
will give you an insight into the course. 

 Access http://www.law.ox.ac.uk/ which is the Law page for Oxford University. This will 
give you an insight into the course. 

 Read ‘Lawyer 2B’ on a regular basis, it can be accessed here: http://l2b.thelawyer.com/ 

 Read Thursday’s Times Law supplement of The Times. Particularly interesting, is the 
‘Student Law’ column. 

 Read The Lawyer http://www.thelawyer.com occasionally.  

 Visit the Law Careers website which will provide helpful information about Law at 
university and its relevance for a future career in Law http://www.lawcareers.net.  

http://www.law.cam.ac.uk/
http://www.law.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.thelawyer.com/
http://www.lawcareers.net/
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 Read British broadsheets such as The Daily Telegraph, The Independent or The 
Guardian, and/or the equivalent newspapers in China, preferably every day (if not 
feasible, then at weekends) and think about the issues that are raised. What 
assumptions are being made? What information is being relied on to draw which 
conclusions? How would you frame a counter-argument?  

 Identify what you consider to be the 10 main historical developments in the English legal 
system. Identify traditional sources of law and modern sources of law. What 
influence does the European Union have on law made in Britain? What about 
International Law? 

 Identify landmark cases and understand what makes them “landmark”. Be sure you 
know case details e.g. judges who presided, background, case outcomes, the workings 
of the law in each case etc in order to refer to them in future discussions. 

 Identify legal cases of interest in the papers and on the news. Keep up with case 
developments. Make note of thoughts and feelings evoked by what you see/hear in 
relation to the cases. Particularly entertaining is Gary Slapper’s column on ‘Weird Cases’ 
from around the world. 

 Identify the legal aspects of current affairs. What are the legal implications of new 
government policies or of agreements concluded by the Government and foreign 
powers? 

 Make sure you understand the basics of the legal system, e.g. the function of the 
Supreme Court, Court of Appeal, and the differences between the Criminal and Civil 
divisions. What is meant by ‘judicial review’? Under which branch do constitutional 
matters fall? 

 Make note of legal terminology to look up definitions with the aim of working them 
into future academic discussions concerning the law – e.g. claimant, defendant, 
binding precedent, judge-made law, etc. 

 Attend your local court (Magistrates, Crown, County). If possible, attend hearings at the 
Royal Courts of Justice in London. The Cause List (list of cases) for the day can be 
accessed here: http://www.justice.gov.uk/courts/court-lists/list-cause-rcj 

 Attend lectures/events/debates concerning the law. You can research these online. 
Universities will often hold law events for the public where distinguished lawyers will 
lecture on various legal aspects. Recorded lectures are also available to listen to online 
via iTunes U: 

 

• Cambridge Law Faculty Public Lectures: https://itunes.apple.com/gb/itunes-
u/cambridge-law-public-lectures/id469010611 

• Cambridge University ‘Law in Focus’: https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/law-in-
focus/id531099655 

• Oxford Law Faculty: https://itunes.apple.com/gb/itunes-u/law-faculty-
podcasts/id381702750 

 

 Arrange some sort of law-related work experience/placement. You should try and obtain 
more than one placement if possible. Also try to ensure that the placements cover a 
variety of areas of law – e.g. a high street criminal practice, a city law firm. 

 Have a look at information on the Cambridge Law Test and familiarise yourself with the 
structure, if opting for Cambridge: http://ba.law.cam.ac.uk/applying/cambridge_law_test/  

 Have a look at the LNAT practice papers. Information can be found here: http://lnat.ac.uk 
Familiarise yourself with the structure if opting for Oxford. 

 Establish email contact with your Advisor and do not hesitate to ask questions, the 
answers of which may help towards your Oxbridge preparation. 

 

http://www.justice.gov.uk/courts/court-lists/list-cause-rcj
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/itunes-u/cambridge-law-public-lectures/id469010611
https://itunes.apple.com/gb/itunes-u/cambridge-law-public-lectures/id469010611
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/law-in-focus/id531099655
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/law-in-focus/id531099655
http://ba.law.cam.ac.uk/applying/cambridge_law_test/
http://lnat.ac.uk/

