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Reading and activities list for PPE  
 
 
Checklist of Actions for Oxbridge preparation  

 Complete the course and college research booklet which covers entry requirements for 
your course (e.g. admissions tests during interviews).  Use it to help you make 
informed choices. 

 Respond and maintain email contact with your OMS Mentor and do not hesitate to ask 
questions which may help your Oxbridge preparation. 

 Read British broadsheets such as The Daily Telegraph, The Independent or The 
Guardian preferably every day (if not feasible, then at weekends).  Think critically about 
what you have read; what issues are raised?; What assumptions are being made? 
What information is being relied on to draw which conclusions? How would you frame a 
counter-argument? 

 Make note of subject-related terminology to look up definitions with the aim of working 
them into future academic discussions on your chosen Oxbridge course. 

 Keep a “Learning Log”.  Note down (i) book titles/ articles (ii) author (iii) your thoughts, 
feelings and observations (iv) context and relevance of the book/article (v) whether you 
agree with what you have read. 

 Read widely as tutors will be looking for evidence of academic potential including: 
✓ critical and analytical thinking; 
✓ commitment, passion and motivation to study PPE; 
✓ ability to argue and explain; 
✓ independent thinking and good reasoning;  
✓ confidence in ability to debate, combined with an awareness that you are here to 

learn; 
✓ social skills, consideration for others’ opinions and reliability; 
✓ and ability to respond to follow up questions and think on your feet 

 
Current social, political and economic affairs 

 Focus on the workings of today’s social and political environment, keeping up with 
current affairs in the media (newspapers – quality press and the ‘Economist’, TV, web 
sources and radio) 

 
Philosophy 

 Philosophy by Myles Burnyeat and Ted Honderich 

 An Invitation to Philosophy by Martin Hollis 

 Think by Simon Blackburn 
 
Politics 

 An Introduction to Political Philosophy by  Jonathan Wolff‘ 

 Developments in British Politics - Nine’ (Others in this Palgrave Macmillan series 
cover politics in France, Germany, the US Europe etc.)  

 Setting the People Free: The Story of Democracy by John Dunn 

 On Liberty by John Stuart Mill – a short introduction to the “harm principle; the idea 
that anyone is free to do anything they like as long as it doesn’t harm another”. 

 Isaiah Berlin’s 1958 essay Two Concepts of Liberty - on “positive” and “negative” 
liberty which frames many debates on ideas about “freedom”



 

 2 

Reading and activities list for PPE  
 

 Political Concepts and Political Theories by Gerald Gaus 

 Contemporary Political Philosophy: An Introduction by Will Kymlicka 

 Political Philosophy: A Beginner’s Guide for Students and Politicians by Adam Swift 
 
Economics 

 ‘The Economist’ and the Economics pages of newspapers 

 Paul Krugman’s writings i.e. http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/ 

 Economics by Begg, Fischer and Dornbusch - an introductory textbook widely used 
at Oxford 

 The Worldly Philosophers by Robert L. Heilbroner - an overview of economic ideas 

 Peddling Prosperity or The Return of Depression Economics by Paul R. Krugman  

 The Armchair Economist by Steven E. Landsburg – on how economics are revealed 
in everyday issues and choices 

 Choice and Consequence by TC Schelling 

 The Economics of Life by Gary S. Becker 

 The Evolution of Cooperation by Robert Axelrod – on game theory and prisoner’s 
dilemma’s 

 Freakonomics by Steven D. Levitt 

 Game Theory: by Morton D. Davis 
 

 Take a side of notes on the following famous economists and economic thinkers, 
familiarising yourself with their key work and theories with a view to referencing 
them in your written work and future interview responses: 
- Adam Smith 
- John Maynard Keynes 
- Milton Friedman 
- Friederich von Hayek 
- Joseph Eugen Stiglitz 

 
Other useful resources 

 A recent guide to PPE undergraduate course prep at 
https://weblearn.ox.ac.uk/access/content/group/d2a5a45f-c07f-42d7-91a3-
cbb4aa409731/Undergraduates/Reading%20Lists/PPE.pdf 

 Student guide: http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/PPE_at_Oxford 

 Amazon reading list: http://www.amazon.co.uk/PPE-Reading-List-
2011/lm/R3NYDGXKP1Y6Z9 

 
General activities 

 Whatever you read, whether it’s a short piece or a chapter or a whole book, 
practise summarising the main aspects – asking Who; What; Why etc. This will 
help fix in your mind the main arguments and conclusions in what you have read, 
and will be invaluable in answering questions at Oxbridge interview. 

 When reading books and articles, try to be very critical in your analysis at all 
times. Develop counter-arguments and attempt to justify these with logic and 
evidence.  

 

http://krugman.blogs.nytimes.com/
https://weblearn.ox.ac.uk/access/content/group/d2a5a45f-c07f-42d7-91a3-cbb4aa409731/Undergraduates/Reading%20Lists/PPE.pdf
https://weblearn.ox.ac.uk/access/content/group/d2a5a45f-c07f-42d7-91a3-cbb4aa409731/Undergraduates/Reading%20Lists/PPE.pdf
http://www.thestudentroom.co.uk/wiki/PPE_at_Oxford
http://www.amazon.co.uk/PPE-Reading-List-2011/lm/R3NYDGXKP1Y6Z9
http://www.amazon.co.uk/PPE-Reading-List-2011/lm/R3NYDGXKP1Y6Z9
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 To hone your debating skills for your Oxbridge interview, watch “Question Time” 
on BBC2. Do also listen to BBC Radio4’s “World at One” or “The PM 
Programme”, which explain the background to the news. You can catch 
programmes you missed online on http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/ What 
conclusions would you draw? How would you frame a counter-argument? 

 As part of your learning process throughout Oxbridge preparation, create a 
cumulative list of definitions and key concepts to expand your academic 
vernacular and knowledge for use in academic conversation. 

 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/

