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Reading and activities list for Oxbridge Spanish  
 
 
Checklist of Actions for Oxbridge preparation  
 Complete the course and college research booklet which covers entry requirements for your 

course (e.g. admissions tests during interviews).  Use it to help you make informed choices. 
 Respond and maintain email contact with your OMS Mentor and do not hesitate to ask 

questions which may help your Oxbridge preparation.   
 Read British broadsheets such as The Daily Telegraph, The Independent or The Guardian 

preferably every day (if not feasible, then at weekends).  Think critically about what you have 
read; what issues are raised?; What assumptions are being made? What information is being 
relied on to draw which conclusions? How would you frame a counter-argument?  

 Make note of subject-related terminology to look up definitions with the aim of working them 
into future academic discussions on your chosen Oxbridge course. 

 Keep a “Learning Log”.  Note down (i) book titles/ articles (ii) author (iii) your thoughts, feelings 
and observations (iv) context and relevance of the book/article (v) whether you agree with what 
you have read. 

 
Checklist of Actions for Oxbridge Spanish  

 Research into the history, politics, religion and literature of Spain.  What do you perceive 
to be the foremost events that have shaped modern Spain?  Who are the foremost 
historical/political figures? What part has literature played?  Keep notes on your 
research. 

 Expand your Spanish vocabulary by reading one Spanish newspaper a month.  Take 
note and learn new vocabulary.  Feedback on newspaper articles of interest.  Choose 
from among the following Spanish newspapers: 

 
- El Pais (this is recommended first before others) 
- El Diario 
- El Mundo 

 

 Read Don Quixote the most influential and emblematic work in the canon of Spanish 
literature.  If you are brave enough, read it in Spanish.  If not, obtain the English 
translation and read it.   

 

 Read some of the below works: 
 

1. Federico García Lorca 
- The 'Blood Trilogy' consisting  

(i) Bodas de Sangre 
(ii) La Casa de Bernarda Alba 
(iii) Yerma 

- Poems - Romancero Gitano.  
 
Note: These are also widely available in translation. Beware, however, it's VERY popular 
among interview candidates, so the interviewer will definitely have gone through it a 
million and one times before. 

 
2. Gabriel García Márquez Cien Años de Soledad 
3. Read Márquez in conjunction with Isabel Allende's La casa de los Espiritus. 
4. Antonio Machado Campos de Castilla 
5. Jorge Luis Borges El Aleph or just a selected edition of some of his stories
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Reading and activities list for Oxbridge Spanish  
 

 César Vallejo is really quite a challenging poet, but one that would impress interviewers.  
There's a great duel-language copy of his complete works, from which a good selection 
could be made. 

 For political writers, some good choices might be: 
-  Mario Vargas Llosa La Fiesta del Chivo  
-  Gabriel García Márquez El Coronel no tiene quién le escriba or La Casa de la Mamá 

Grande 
-  Pablo Neruda Tercera Residencia is the most accessible.   

 Added reading list 
-  La Regenta by Leopoldo Alas 
-  La vida es sueño by Pedro Calderón de la Barca 
-  El árbol de la ciencia by Pío Baroja 
-  La Familia de Pascual Duart and La Colmena by Camilo José Cela 
-  El Quijote de Miguel by Cervantes  
-  Rayuela by Julio Cortázar 
-  Cinco horas con Mario by Miguel Delibes 
-  El Jarama by Rafael Sánchez Ferlosio 
-  Lo raro es vivir by Carmen Martín Gaite 
-  Señas de identidad by Juan Goytisolo 
-  La ciudad y los perros by Mario Vargas Llosa 
-  Poeta en Nueva York by Federico García Lorca 
-  El surrealismo y cuatro poetas de la generación del 27. Ensayo sobre extensión y 

límites del surrealismo en la generación del 27 by Carlos Marcial 
-  Corazón tan blanco by Javier Marías 
-  Tiempo de silencio by Luis Martín-Santos 
-  Olvidado rey Gudú by Ana María Matute 
-  La ciudad de los prodigios by Eduardo Mendoza 
-  Confieso que he vivido. Memorias by Pablo Neruda 
-  La Celestina by Fernando de Rojas 
-  La tía Tula by Miguel de Unamuno 

 

 Films 
-  Todo sobre mi madre, written and directed by Pedro Almodóvar 
-  Las bicicletas son para el verano, directed by Jaime Chavarri 
-  El espíritu de la colmena, directed by Víctor Erice 
-  Amores perros, directed by Alejandro González Iñárritu 
-  La Caza and Cría cuervos, both directed by Carlos Saura 
 
 

 


